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1S PROBABLY. THE HOTTEST. PACKAGE OF HAROCWARE ON EARTH / ANB THOSE WHO 
KNOW (7 ARE WAITING IN AMBUSH! STANC BY FOR SURPRISE: 


HOTLINE TO HADES‘ : 


say T'S TRUE, I CAN'T BLAME Y, 
ona SHERIFF -- YOU FOR. POUBTING Ji 
: EVERY WORD IT, SIR soe 


ANP you | dow \ OF IT! 
SAY ALL THIS YOU SHOULDA |SEEN 


HAPPENED HIM IN ACTION / PYFES 
ON THE BAM! ZOWIE! ONE 


sae 19 j SUPER-HERO AGAINST 
WIN T§ 


THOSE KILLERS IN 
THEIR CRAZY FLYING 
EGGS/ 
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THE BOY MEANT TO HYORA NMUSTIVE WW THERES JERRY 


DESCRIBE EGG-SHAPEP 
VEMICLES/! \F YOU 
INVESTIGATE, YOU/LL 
FIND THE WRECKAGE 


AT THE SPOT 
INPICATERY 


I SUPPOSE My 
APPEARANCE POES 
SEEM A BIT STRANGE, 
BUT THESE ARE THE 
ONLY CLOTHES I 
HAVE! 


WE/VE DONE OUR 
BUTY 6S 
piaeay AN? 


SENT ‘EM TO GET 
YOU, MISTER 
MACHINE’ BUT 
B DON’T WORRY... 
p> wick FURY < 
AN? HIS MEN 
WILL HELP YOU IF 
THEY TRY AGAIN’ 


HAS SOLVED THE 
MYSTERY! IT’S A 


MARVEL COMICS 
“a CONSPIRACY. 


V \7'S YOUR EVES MY OPTICALS ARE 
THAT BOTHER ME, CUSTOM GROUNE. 
FRIEND. L CAWT 
SEE YOUR EYES 
BENEATH THOSE 

LENGES/| 4 


: THEY'RE PESIGNE? 
TO GIVE ME 
EXCELLENT 
VISION / 


YOU WERE 
R 7 


“GHATS AT 
WAS JUST 700 
FANTASTIC TO 

BE TAKEN 
SERIOUSLY! 


THAT'S JUST PLEASE ACCEPT A MOMENT PIP yOU GET AN 
OUR INVITATION / LATER «s+ EARFUL OF THAT 
EA WON/T YOU? 1’ STORY, MAYNARP?, 
MORE QUESTIONS CERTAIN THAT PA? 
FOR == AHH «= WOUL? LOVE TO 


MIST 
MACHINE! 


MEET YOU, 


— 
Raat? 


WHAT HAS TAKEN PLACE, HOWEVER, 1S ALL TOO 
REAL. THE HILLS SURROUNCING THE TOWN 
CONCEAL A LAVISH MIPPEN BUNKER COMPLEX, 


YEAH! THAT MACHINE 
DUPE WILL BEAR 
FURTHER WATCHING / 
I/O RUN A CHECK ON 
HIM--|F HE WASN‘T A 


y THE CREWS HAVE 
BEEN AT WORK, 
ER MOTLIN 


MUSTER a 
ALL SIGNS OF 
THE ENCOUNTER 
ARE 
GOME 


BUT WHAT WE SAW HE'S PROVEP TO 
WAS FRIGHTENING! BE ONE OF THE 

THAT WALKING SECRET X MOVELS 
MACHINE PESTROVEP DEVELOPED IN 
OUR ATTACKING CRAFT JA THIS COUNTRY/** 
WITHIN AUNUTES (# 


B-BUT HE’S ALSO 
VERITABLY AOUMAN. 
HE TWINKS LIKE 
A MANS HE ACTS 
LIKE A MANY 


ae 


— ~~ PS > URRse 
*REFER TO ISSUE #3 FOR FURTHER CETAILS=-V.K, 


Lal Biles 
CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


‘WE OF THE lg 
OF 


ALL THAT 
i REPRESENT —— COWFLICT/ 


ALL MEN REACT TO THE MINE 
MONITOR THAT WAY... YET, ONE 
PAY, UNIVERSAL PROGRAMMING 
SHALL MAKE HIS AN IMAGE OF 


WORSHIP AND LOVES 
OUR GOAL IS : 


I-\T'S WOT THAT I , : : I KNOW THE 
MING THE RITUAL, HE WILL PO REST! A/S 
MISTER HOTLINE— THE THINKING E 

BUT FACING AAT 

MAKES ME A BIT 


THIS 1S WOTLINE, THEN... IT AWS?” 
GREAT MONITOR/ BE BROUGHT BEFORE 
IN YOUR SERVICE MES I WOULP LOOK 
IL FIN? ORPER AND UPON ITS FACES 


Al 
IVE FOUND 
AN X% MOPEL/ 
IT TRULY 
ExiSTS/ 


IN THIS ONE SUBJECT I CAN \ 
REACH THE VERY EGSENCE OF 
WHAT MAKES HIM ONIQUES 


LIKE A VIRUS, IT SHALL 
ISOLATED ANP 


PROBED UNTIL 
ITS SECRET GIVES ME THE 

- POWER TO CONTROL ACL 

, LIVING THINGSY | 


BE 


MEANWHILE: IN THE HOME OF 
JUPGE FRANKLIN FIELCS..; 


THAT'S A MOST REMARKABLE’ 
STORY-- AND I MUST APMIT 
(STER MACHINE 
yr 1S A RARE GUEST 
INPEED/ 


SWHIM LIKE AN OWL/? THAT'S 
VERY ANNOYING/ 


V SUPERHEROES 
DON’T CARE/ 
THEY C/KE 


cell 


me SOMEHOW, I CAN/T 

CONVINCE JERRY 
THAT _HE’S 

OQVERRATEP” MY 

| CLASSIFIGATION/ 


3 
A TO FIND HiM 


i'l MAY SAY 80, I FIND % 
YOU A STRANGE YOUNG 
MAN. WHY, YOU HAVEN‘T 
SPOKEN OF YOUR 
wee FAMILY S 


MY! FATHER IS 


ABEL STA 


YOU/RE THE SON OF ABEL 
CK! 


STACK, THE FAMED 
I WAS GIVEN SCIENTIST 7I UNPER- 

THE NAME OF STANP THAT HE CYED 
AARON. z RECENTLY. 


FATHER -- 
\$ PEA? 
BUT... IT 

CAN'T BE--! 


SURELY YOU MuU/Sr 
KNOW/ THE NEWS 
WAS FEATUREP IN 


GOOP LORE! 
ALL THE NEWSPAPERS, 


NO/ PLEASE! 
WE/VE CERTAINLY I-t--/ 
PUT A GENT IN 
YOUR EVENING/ 


Pl Ps 
pa Ce. 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


JERRY IS RIGHT! IL FING TMAT'S CHANGED--/ IF YOU BONW'T 
IT COMFORTING TO BE --OUR MAN WILL 
S TRIGGER THOSE 
YOU/RE COMING BOMBS ON HIS & 
WITH CHEST--/ 


ONE HOUR LATER... — 


Gs = 
HERE IT 1S, MISTER HOTLINE! gam 


DELIVEREP AS OROEREO! Mgt 


THESE ARMOR= T-THEY WOW'T PENETRATE/ 
WE NEEP MORE 
FIREPOWER--/ 


CEASE FIRING, YOU COLTS! 
THOSE GUNS ARE USELESS 
AGAINST AN X MOCEL / 


(THERE |S ANOTHER 
WAY TO MAKE HIM 
BEHAVE! 


be nag FRIENDS... BEING 7 YOULL PO ORGANIZATION BEAUTIFUL / WHAT 


LO MOSTAGE BY YOUR 16 POWER! EACH PO YOU WANT OF 
BOMBER / YOU KNOW I MrOw7” OF US IS PART ; ME! 


ENCANGER THEIR LIVES/ : | OF THAT POWER 

S BECAUSE WE 
BUT I RESENT DON'T QUESTION, 
HIGH-HANGEP rz i i. f 
TREATMENT’ 


IT 1S THAT 
POWER 
WHICH NOW 
CONTROLS 


THAT DAMNABLE THING OF MYSTERY 
WHICH SPURS YOU TO @GFY...TO AIOCK... 
TO QUESTION YOUR BETTERS! 


EASY, FELLAS! 
IT WON'T 
, STRUGGLE! 


bad 
CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


TECHNICIANS! 
PROCEES WITH 
THE DISMANTLING! 


PROCEDURE 
INITIATES. 
X-RAYS HAVE 

EXPOSED. ANER 
SCHEMATIC 
STRUCTUREY 


F_THIS |S NCRECIBLEL WE HAVE THE 

HIS CONSTRUCTION |S EITHER pry TOOLS TO 

A COMPLEX MIRACLE --OR A UNRAVEL | 
MGHTMARE! : : 


THE TORSO AN? BUT THE HEAC IS \ 


LIMBS WILL BE — SUBJECT TO YOUR 
QISMANTLEO - . ORDERS! 4 


IN THE LAB, 


See 
<> 


ares 
Kos 
sees 


PUT IT ON A 
PROBING RACK ¢ 
ANP FOLLOW / 
“ME TO THE 
HALL OF THE 
MINCE. 


MONITOR! 


NO ONE BUT HE CAN 
WREST WHAT. WE WANT 
FROM THAT STEEL SKULL / 


ONCE WE HAVE IT AND? 
DEFINE IT-- WE SHALL 


THE PROGING WILL TAKE 
PLACE HERE. WE SHALL 
OBSERVE IT FROM A 
PROTECTIVE BOOTH TO 
AVOIP THE MONI TOR’S 


Zt SEE THE SUBJECT! 


FEEL THE PRESENCE 


z 
OF BARRIERS WITHIN 
A! 


QUT THEY 
SHALL SOON 


GREAT SCOTT! 
THESE MAPMEN 

INTEN? TO TURN 
THE EARTH INTO AN 
ANT COLONY! 


HE IS AN 
Ee 


SIGHT AT THE 
PEAK OF HIS 
NOBLE EFFORTS! 


AN? Z SEE 


AN (AA, 
MATERIALIZING/ 
AN OVER- 
feof POWERING 
IMAGE OF 


THE MINE MONITOR 
1S THE ULTIMATE 
DESTINY / ALL HUMANS 
ARE HIS ULTIMATE 
B08¥! $ 


THIS 1S YOUR HUMBLE 
HOTLINE / 
COM 


THE OLD 
CLICHES! 


A |ANG AT THAT MOMENT, IN THE LABORATORY..« 


BRING IT OVER. 
UM. REAPY TO 
ORILLS 


oR 
A — 
~ : 


a 
aa 
(Sy; 


v7 
A) THEY'RE ALIVE! THE 
COME 


L; OPERATOR CAN SEE 
EVERY THING IN THIS ROOM 
THROUGH THOSE CEWSES. 


MEANTIME , OU TSIPI 


WAIT § GOMEONE’S 
MOVING IN THERE! 
I CAN HEAR HIM 
COMING CLOSER 
. TO THE POOR! 


IT’S NO USE! 
WE CAMWT GET 
IN! THIS STEEL 
DOOR’S BEEN 
SHUT FROM 


\ THE INSICES 


STANC ASICE! 
THIS MISSILE- 

GUN CAN PUNCH 
HOLES IN AWY 

METALY 


MISTER 
HOTLINES 
W-WHAT'S 

THAT IP_f 


AG 
CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


THE NEXT MOMENT... 


@ON'T BOTHER 
REACHING FOR MY 
SOUL AGAIN/ IT'S WOT 
uP FOR GRABS, YOU | 
: “— HORRENDOUS | : 
» I MUST BE : SOUPEP-UP GIZMO! 
_REACY NHEN FF 2 , 
“THE MON/TOR 
MAKES HIS 


(TS TIME D. = Ly THAT SHOCK BLAST 

FOUNP OUT WHAT y TORE A HOLE IN HIS 
YOW'RE MAPE OF/ : ’ EGO! I THINK I‘VE f 
<-AND IF WHAT I 4 ’ WAILED THE MONITOR! 

7 1S TRUE, 5 j : A : — 

YOURE MORE 

CANGEROUS 
THAN SATAN! 


NOW THAT I'VE UMMASKES. 
YOU, I‘LL TAKE A GOOP LOOK 
AT THE LUAGOLICAEL ENTITY 
THAT LIVES TO PROGRAM 
MEN TO PO ITS BIPPING/ 


THOUGHT/ THE | 
MONITOR 
WAS 


HOLOGRAPHIE 
UNAGE! 


WY A SUPER-COMPUTERS « 
WITH THE POTENTIAL yh 
TO RULE THE 

WORLP/ 


BUT, YOU NEEPN/T BE & Rr THIS SCANNER |S IN GOO? 
A TOTAL LOSS, MON/TORS WORKING ORDER... IT'S LOCKED 


IN ‘THE RIGHT HANS, YOLI ONTO THE FIELPS HOUSEHOLPY 
CAN BE REWABILITATED i 


TO PERFORM SOME GOO? 
DEES! 


THE BOMBER IS 
| S7/L4 IN CHARGE! 


IT/LL TAKE A BIT OF ELECTRONIC RAZZLE- MISTER MACHINE NO SOONER FINISHES HIS 
DAZZLE TO TURN THE TABLES. BUT, A TASK WHEN AIS ENEMIES CLOSE iN. +s 
PROPER MIXTURE OF SUB-SONIC COMBIN= 

° ATIONS CAN ACCOMPLISH ALMOST ANY= YOUR NUMBER’S UP, ONE OF THEM 

THING! THIS TIME / THESE WILL STOP YOU 


WEAPONS RANGE FROM -_ FOR CERTAIN.’ 
LASER BEAMS TO 


/ rN 

OR NN 

Vath Ss 

EANWHILE A : No/ HE WAS STRUCK THEY/RE 
? Yj, | BY SOME KIN? OF-LIGHT ) O/SINTEGRATING-~ 

eae! LooKs f : , BEAMS THAT TURNING TO 
. Ss S MATERIALIZED FROM DRY POWER! 
i ‘ NOWHERE! i, 


r. 


c ) WN THEY/VE ALSO 
+ \"7 AFFECTED THE 


ON 
HIS CHEST/ 


‘SOME = 
THING’S 


a mI 


AE 


ITS ALL. SO UNEXPECTED YE6/ IT’S LIKE THIS FELLOW IS IN THE 
ANP WEIRD! YET... I'VE GETTING A GRIP OF SOME STRANGE 
WEVER FELT MORE REPRIEVE... PARALYSIS / THERE’S NO 
RELIEVED! IN THE FINAL TELLING HOW SOOW HE/LL 
MOMENTS PULL FREE OF IT/ 
BEFORE 


CALL THE 
SHERIFF, OLIVIA, 
WHILE I GET 
SOME ROPE! 


WOW! WHAT A TERRIFIC NIGHT ( SAY, PAP, PO PTS JUST A HUNCH, 
THIS HAS BEEN / I’M GOING TO YOU THINK THAT B(2—~S> JERRY, BUT THATS 
WRITE A LETTER TO MARVEL ( WE HAP SOME- [7% A EXACTLY WHAT 

COMICS AND TELL THEM ALL [ THING TO PO ( m I THINKS 


ABOUT IT/PAPY WITH THIS ? UY 
: THAT HE I-Z HOPE HES 


PON/T FORGET HELPED } SAFE-- WHEREVER 
TO MENTION \ 4 


YOUR 
SUPER-HERO 
FRIENDY 


r I ALMOST FOUND IT 
DIFFICULT TO LEAVE 
THOSE BRAINWASHERS 
$0 WURRIEPLY! ay 


te 


BUT, OF COURSE, 
THAT WASN'T 
POSSIBLE =< 


I WONPER IF THAT EWES 
(TALL? WHOEVER BUILT 
THE ANNE MONITOR AS 
THE CENTER OF A PEVIL- 
WORSHIPPING. CULT 1S 
AN EVIL GENIUS WITH 
PREAMS 7OO BIG TO 
HAVE BEEN MISTER 
me HOTLINE/ 


IT May BE 
MY CESTINY 
er TO FINE HIM 


1 HS OWN 
MAGAZINE! 
+= CONSIDERING 
THAT 3/0 SET 
THEIR PET 
COMPUTER TO 
DETOWATE! 


Dear Marvel: 

Issue #’s 5 and 6 of 2001 had the same flaws in scripting 
that previous issues have had. The only thing of interest 
(aside ‘from the great artwork, as usual) was Harvey Norton. 
Is Harvey Norton, the comics freak, a symbol of all fans? Jack 
appears to be using Norton as a critic of his own work. The 
satire on formula plotlines in #5 was followed by Harvey's 


stating, in #6, “I am the party. with all the unanswered 
questions .... like, what's your name? Where ‘do you ‘tive? 
Why. are: the ‘bad guys’ trying to run you down?” These are 
the questions being voiced by many followers ‘of Kirby’s work, 
| recognized the “‘princess’’ as one of the colonizers of Rigel, 


but we were,given no insight into her character or why. she. 


was introduced into the plotline of this book. Jack’s plots 
have been ‘all’ action and little substance. Enough of “close 
focus” scripting that lacks detail. If 2001 is an epic; then it is 
a failure. The Skrull-Kree classic in AVENGERS or the 
Thanos classic in CAPTAIN MARVEL are epics. 2001 is nice 
drawings—and that’s all. Find Jack a good scripter to work 

with, and then maybe we'll have classic epics, again. _ 
Vallard Eding 
636 Kodiak Ct #3 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 

Dear Archie: 

While reading, issue #6 of 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY, a 
strange and puzzling realization came suddenly to mind. | 
quickly retrieved the preceding issue, just to check.it out, and 
noticed something very peculiar, indeed. On the cover, it 
proudly proclaims: 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY. However, on 
the first page of #5 appears the title “Norton of New York: 
2040°A.D."" 

My question, as you can probably guess, is how you can-still 
call this book 2001, when Jack has taken the liberty of jumping 
39. years ahead? !’m sure your armadillos will find a way to 
answer that. 

What's that? They can't? Oh well, looks like you're gonna 
be out of.another no-prize! 

Sal Cataudella 


130 Union Street; Third Floor 

Brooklyn, NY 11231 

Sal, old pal—many are the canny and clever Marvelites 
vying for naught but an ever-elusive no-prize, and skilled and 


‘sty are the ranks of anonymous armadillos trained in the art) 


of not awarding the aforementioned, much-sought-after artifact 
of this, the mighty Marvel Age of Comics! The moral of this 
mini-truth is that, while you’ve brought up an interesting 
observation in its own right, it is not a mistake, blooper or. 
bona fide Bullpen. goof. 


Knowing, however, that the incredible mind of Jolly Jack is 
so much more adept at explaining the whys and wherefores of 
such ‘situations, let’s just table your, question for the time 
being and let the forthcoming issues reveal the answer. (Just 


jas a hint, though, we might point out that the ever-unfolding 


2001 saga has thus far taken place in: times as. early as the 
Dawn of Man and as late as 2049.) 

In ether words, Sal, no no-prize this time. 
Dear Jack, 

Of all your titles, 2001 is your most promising. In just:six 
short issues, you have taken us on journeys from the. very 
beginning of timé to the far, far future. We have been-in™ 
cohtact with cave man and extraterrestrial alike. All’ have 
sooner or later come in contactwith the Monolith and have 
been “recycled”. to appear as something else in the future 
(this last segment of the sentence is mere conjecture on. my 
part; what happens to our protagonists remains as*mueh a 
mystery to me as to anyone else). | do hope an answer will be 
provided in a future issue. : 

Will’ the Watcher appear in a future issue of 2001? His early 
appearances in FANTASTIC FOUR and THOR. seem to have 
been of a similar nature to those of the Monolith. Unlike the 
Watcher, though, the Monolith does involve: itself in all the 
dramas—both human and extraterrestrial—that you also involve 
us in. Perhaps an origin story would be in order. 

There are a lot of loose ends yet to be tied up, Jack. Too, 
1 hope some more familiar locales—such as the contemporary 
world of the seventies, or even the Roaring Twenties—will be 
utilized as future backdrops for stories. | also,hope that 
Mark Boersma’s- doubts (as expressed in the letters page of 
issue #6) about 2001's sales prove to be wrong, and that you 
will be able to establish the strong issue-to-issue continuity that 


you seek. Take care! Steven Scheibner 


P.O. Box 474 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372 

Well, thanks for the comments, Steven. It’s always a pleasure 
to hear from longtime Kirby-watchers such as yourself— 
especially when you pose such intriguing questions. 

While it’s doubtful that the ever-observant Watcher will 
appear in these pages—he being presently occupied with the 
hosting duties of WHAT 1F—the origins of the Monolith just 
might be another matter, 

What do you think, people? Should Jack reveal the secrets of 
the perplexing parallelepiped, or should the Monolith remain - 
enigmatic and mysterious? 

And as to continuity—should we strive for a central, continu- 
ing character (a/a Mister Machine), or should this series remain 
an anthology of tales, revolving around the Monolith? 

Let us know, okay? (You know how lonely we armadillos 
can get when there’s.no mail.) 

And in the meantime, hang in there, space buffs! Wert! see 
you all back here in just thirty days for 2001 #11. 


TWO MORE ASTOUNDING AOATAIONE IN THE MARVEL CLASSICS SERIES! 


4. RIDER 
WAMORTAL EPIC 


muse Cote 


BOTH ON SALE IN JUNE! 


2007: 


ODYSSey 


scanned by *Wizard* 


